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December 15, 2022 

Dear Parent/Caregivers, 

Mass casualty incidents across the United States continue to become more commonplace in our society.  Whether it be violence in 

schools, stores or workplaces, these acts destroy the lives of the victims and their loved ones, while creating widespread fear 

throughout our society.  This year alone, there have been over 600 mass casualty incidents where five or more people have lost their 

lives to senseless violence.   

Statistics that typically do not get reported are the number of threats of violence.   The recent active shooter threat hoax that several 

school districts in Maine experienced, including our close neighbor in Sanford is a very real example that illustrates that people do not 

need to lose their lives to be impacted.  Last week, Dover, Portsmouth and several other New Hampshire districts also impacted by a 

school violence threat hoax.  These threats affected all of us – we have friends and family that live in these communities.  Our police 

department and other emergency service agencies were on standby to provided added support and local hospitals were mobilized to 

receive victims of the reported violence.   Unfortunately, these examples show that threats of school violence are not going away. 

In our schools in Somersworth, we have seen an increase in the threats our students are making to their classmates and the school 

community.  Students have stated that they want to “bomb the school,” have raised their fingers to mimic a handgun, they have 

created “kill lists,” and have stated that they have a gun in their belongings.  These behaviors are unacceptable, does not meet our 

district behavior expectations, and, in short, will not be tolerated.   Students repeatedly state when they are disciplined for their 

behavior that they were “just joking.”  Threats of school violence are NOT a joke and have NO place in our schools.  Your children 

deserve to come to school every day with the assurance that they are in a safe place where they can learn, be with their friends and be 

a part of our amazing school community.  They should not have to worry that one of their classmates is going to say something that 

will lead to increasing their fear and anxiety while eroding the basic trust they should have in each other. 

Moving forward, the Somersworth School District will have a “zero tolerance” policy for threats of school violence.   Students who 

engage in threats to individuals or the schoolwide community or choose to witness to these threats (i.e., student who chooses to 

video an incident) will be subject to: 

First offense:  Minimum of two (2) to ten (10) days out-of-school suspension with a mandatory re-entry meeting with the student, 

parents, and school administration. As part of their re-entry plan, the student will participate in an anti-violence education program to 

help them understand the impact of their actions. 

Second offense:  Minimum of five (5) to ten (10) days of out-of-school suspension with mandatory re-entry meeting with the 

student, parents, school administration, the Director of School District Operations, and the Superintendent of Schools.  The 

Superintendent will determine if there will be any additional days of out-of-school suspension.  As part of their re-entry plan, the 

student will participate in an anti-violence education program to help them understand the impact of their actions. 

Third offense will result in a meeting convened by the Director of School District Operations and the Superintendent of 

Schools to determine the student’s new educational placement or if the student will be recommended for expulsion from 

school. 



Our schools will continue to provide a positive culture and climate for all students.  However, students need to actively participate as a 

member of our schools and lead by example to be safe, respectful, responsible, and cooperative.   Anyone who has a concerns or 

knowledge of a possible threat is strongly encouraged to come forward to school administration or the Somersworth Police 

Department. 

Our schools also have mental health resources to support students and families who might be struggling with mental health issues or 

concerns.  If you have concerns, please contact our schools so we can help connect you with resources. 

Our school district looks forward to working with you to keep our schools safe in Somersworth. 

Sincerely, 

Lori Lane 

Superintendent of Schools 
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